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INCU'HE NOTTINGHAM CROWN COURT
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v
M CHAEL STONE

The following facts are adi “tted without farther proof, uader Section 10 of the Crmunal Justice Act

967,

L.1.

BACKGROUND

Dr Linda (Lin} Russell née W cox, was born i the Midlands en 13th Apnl 1951, Sle
was a highly qualified geologist and umversity lecturer. She was an independent and
confident woman. She met her husband Dr Shaun Russell {who was a few muaths
younger than her) in abow 1973. They marmied in this country in 1975 but spent the
majénty of the following sisteen years until 1991 abroad. "Their daughter Josephine
{Josic) Alice Russeli was hom on 28th March 1987 and Lier sister Megan Elizabcoth
Russ¢ll was borm on 15th August 1989. Alter the birth of the childnen Lin Rasscll
concentrated on focking after the famuly In 1991 the fanily returned to the United
Kingdon and Look up residence in 2 house they had bought in MNortl; Wales. In April
1994 Shaun Russell obtained enployment as i leclurer at the Durreil Institute of
Conservation and Ecology af the University of Kent in Canterbury. "The faraily home in
North Wales wag eventually sold and in the lale summer of 1995 they all moved into
Granary Cottage, Nomington. Kent. Josic and Megan atiended their local pomary
school at Goodnestone | rom Seplember 1995, When |in, Josic and Megau were
attacked on Tuesday 9th July 1996 their ages were respectively  Lin 45 years; Josie 9
years and Miegan 6 years.
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POST MORTEM EXAMINATIONS OF I IN AND M1:GAN RUSSELL AND
ASSOCIATED FURTHER SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATIONS

The pathologist, Dr Gibson visited the scenc in Cherry Garden Lanu on \Oth July 1996,
to view the hodies in Sith and fater the same day carried oul post -morteim eXxaminations

on both Lin anl Megan Russell at the mortnary of Kent und Canterbury 1ospital.

LIN BLISS

Lin Russell, who was 53" tall, wa

ﬁscd mna brown '1-shurt, light coloured trousers,

¥ ?@‘ZJI}HHEHHL:G that they were
7ok %E an the lower fronlof both
legs and in a number of pla es on the back. Sample stams were grouped and were
consistent with having comé from Lin or Megan Russell.

A single hair recovered from the trousers was nol Micraseopieally consistent with
having come from Lin, losie or Megan Russell or the defendant.

Subscquent mitochondrial DNA analysis of the hair indicate.| that it may have onginaed

(rom the same source as one of the hairs recovered from the sole of one of fosie's jelly
shoes,

Her brown T-sturt (AGG/E5) was heavily bloodstamed, pasticularly to the upper tont
ancl back. DNA analysis was done and Lhe rosulis were consistent with the hioad having
come from L'n. A suple hair recovered from the I-shint was nol microscopieadly
consistent with having conte from Lin, Josie or Megan Russcll or Ihe defendant No

ranochondrial DNA was recovered from the lair,

A watch with a broken strap was in she right pocket of her trousers.f AGG/10) as were
two marbles (Af3G/11) A necklace was arcund her neck (AGE 14,

ifer lcft shoe was laced (AGGAT), The lace (AG(/2) from her ngix shoe (AGG/6) was
wrapped fwice areimd her night wnst and secured with a slip knot. a brown knitted ha
fand was irapped under the loop (AGG/1). Subscquent scientific examination of Lhe
shoelace revealed that il was 79.5 cin loRg and that hlopdstaining on it was, oo DNA

analysis. comsistent with having been Lin Russell's. There was a ligature mark on the

o
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wrist imderlying the lace.,

IHer face was narkedly bleod stamed and a strancl of blue fabric {AGG/3) was partly
inside her moutll, Similar threads were found associated wilh a twig o the left arm
{AGG/) and on Lhe reght hip (AGG/S).

There were numerous severe and extensive external head injunes :

13

2

.'9}

10
15
12)
13)
14}

15}

a triangular shaped laccration, 2+ 1.5% 1.5 cm, on the left lernple just above the
ouler cnd of the left eyebrow;

a near cireufar laceration. | cm across, on the lefl temple midway between the lefl
ear and lcH cycbrow;

a faceration 2.5 x 1.5 cm on tie left temple just above and belund wound 1}

a lacoration, 2.5 % 03 em on the midline extending buck from the hairline
directly above the nose;

a complex laceration, 4 2 3 X 5 e near to Lhe top of the scalp above the lell cars
a further luceralion, 3 x 0.2 om extending nearer to the midline by wour d 3):

a sphit skin laceration 2 2 ) cm on the swamit of the scalp,

a rienr semi-circalar facecation, 4 am across, high on the scalp behind the left ear
just behind wound 5),

a semi—gircular laceration about den above the fett ear;

a circular faceratio, 0.3 em, just 2bove Lhe left car and just beloiv 9;

a laceration, 2 x 0.5 cm behind 8) behind and above the lefl ear;

a near cireular laceration, lom across, on the scalp over the back of rhe head;

a laceration. 3 X 1 cm on the back of the richt side of the head:

a laceralion, 2 ¢m across, on the b Tt ear lobe which exlended by bruising to a
further laceration just above the Teft temple / lower juw bone Joini:

a complex of six laverations o the hack of ihe left ear over an area 3 e across,

The scalp underlying the ‘muries listed in 2.8 was extensively und deeply brinsed.

There were it addition many extensive fractures to the skull summaniscd as follows

16}

17}

18}

extensive fraciures io the area above and adjacent o the area above the Jeft car, in
particular a circular depressed fracture, 2.5 cm across, which - /s associated with
adjacenl linear fractures forming a flap of bene with sides about 4 em long;

a lineur fracture extended Mrom the area described in 16) across the skull vaull on
top of th- head and on Jown Lo the area abtve and adjacent to the right ear;

a furither fracture of the right lower back of the skuil which extended into the
arca descnbed in 19} below;
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19} further fractures to the right iemporal hone;
268 Massive lractures of she left teonporal bane.

I'he brain had been extensively discupted and was noarly severed at it's rool.

Uer muguries bedow neck level were net major or life threatening and consisted of -
21)  {racture distocation of the first bone of the i gt Httle finger;

22)  minor alragions Lo the area below the lett rib cage,

23)  bruising to the sile of the right arm,

24)  minor abrasians and a smalt faceration on the back of the Yeft fower ann and &

Jem long laceration on Lhe middle of the lower left arm.

in the opinion of the pathologist death was ocgasionedd by a sustained severe repeated
and vicious assauit about the head the only possible defence injury present was the
fracture of the rght little finger - although this cenld have been o stamping injury
whether intentional of accidental. The linature abaui the right wrist sugpested thiat the
assatlt eecurred while Lim Russell was lied, the free larver loop of the ligature being of a
s1ze appropriale to have been around the left wrist and w hich may have slippad off the
leflt wnist as she fetl into the position in which she was found, or been slipped by her
when she was assaulted. Her head had been subjecied to at least fifteen severe blows
from a blunt instrunent, part of which had a arcular [ace with a diameter 1n the order of
3 cm. sueh as 2 hamoer or end of u pole, which had caused extensive lacerations and
Bruising, at least vine fractures of the skull and considerable disruptio  of the
architecture of the brain which caused Lier death.

MEGAN RUSSELL

Megan Russell was dressed iu a red pullover bearing a "Goodrestone School' logo, a

bhue and wlute checked dress, white potiicoat, white pants, white socks and sandals

(AGG/3T 10 40, 43 o 46).

Subsequent scicntific examination revealed -

ay Her red puliover (AGG/A43) wd dress (AGG/44} were both heavily
bloodstaned, particularly aloul the neck area. A sampte bleoodstain from the
dress matched the §TR profile of Josie Russell, but others matched Megan's.

k) Ner putricoat (AGGAS) bore 4 number of biood stains front and back.
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Megan Russell's external head injunes consisted of

I a serni ~gircular laceration . 4 x 1.5 &m, about 2 em from, the right ear;

Z a semi - errcular laceration. 3 x lem, hatl way between the right ear ami the topof
the scalp,

) a near eircular and near compiete abrasion, 3 ¢m in diamelter on the nght side of

the scalp above 1he ear and Hehind aud between 1) and 2). beneath which was

massive part compound tractures of the same area of the underying skull:

4 a laccration, 2 % 1 em op the left side of the scalp. above ‘he left car :
3) a faceration, | ® 0.5 cmy, just behind the lefl car area and just below 4,
&) diffuse bruising 10 cm ncross on the left side above the ear, which alse included

the ear borders and was assodated with areas 4) and 5).
‘I here was extensive fresh bruising ¢ the deep surface of the scalp.

There was a massive parl - crrcular compound fraciure te Lhe left side of the skult above
the ear, 7 cm across and 8 cnl long. which extended through Lhe frontal bone across the
skull to the area above Lthe nght ear. bram lssuc showed thought the fracture and there
was associaled bleeding under 1he skull. The fructure furtlier extended around the Teft
temporal bone, which was <etached from its @rigin and went 1nto Lhe left back area. The
skull had effectively been sphit from side to side horizomally.

T'here was massive lacerations ta the gl side of the brain, al the site of the compound
fracture and left under- skull bleeding,

Other marks of injury included .

T huature marks on both sudes of the neek - with two bands on the lett sede and
three on the nght, each with a width of 0.5¢ms.
) a honzoatal lacera 'an, 2 e, inside the lefl car associated witl bruising ol the

Feft car Nap;
9 Lruising behind the teft car.

In the oprnian of thie pathelogist Mepan Russell had been subjected to severe, repeated
and snstained violence to the head, involving at least seven severe blows from a blunt
insipument . part of which has a circolar face and a diuneter wn the order of 3 e, which
had caused extensive bruising and multipte fractures inciuding a conmpound transverse
{rzcture of the skull, from wiuch brain had issued. She had been restrained by a

* ligature arowd her aeck with sullicient force. either directly applied or as 2 resuli of her

5
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own struggle, to cause marked abrasions of the skin. The blunt instrument used rmight
have been a hammer, or similar object, or the end of a pole of similar diameter. The
cause of death was massive head injuries. The ligature marks to Megan's neck may have
been caused by material similir to the blue tights found tied 1o the sapling inthe
clearing, but features 1o the marks also suppested that the lipature may hive been a shoe

lace or sinular ligature.

THE SCENII IN CHERRY GARDER LANE..

Examination of exhibits recovered from the scene of the attack in Cherry Garden Lanc»
revealed the following

L)

3}

.4}

%5j

Various bipodstains on the sticks, teaves and Jebris recovered from qro ind
where the bodies [ay 11 the copse were tested  The results were enlirely
consistent with the Bood having come {rom Lin, Josie of Megan Russell.
Semc hairs and fibres were also found on these sticks which were also
congisienl with having come from the hair and clothing of Lin, losic and Megan
Russell,

A whitle cropped vest, lem SRGA7, found lying underneath |in Russell's righl
calf, bore a few spots of bloed and a number of hairs consistent with having
come from Lin, Josi or Megan Russell

ltem SRGAY {Josie's swumnsuit). [ound close to Mugan's left clbow was

extensively bloodstained. A sample bloodstain matched the STR profile of Josie-
Ruszell.

llem SKEH20, the white towel Tound undemeath Lia Russell's ieft shouldm.‘. bore
a number of heavy Uloodstains. A sanpled slain was o oped and was
consistent with baving comne from Lin or Megan Russell. Some red fibres
recovered from this item could at be linked to red fibres found in items worn

by Lin, Josie or Megan Russell al the time of the altack or found in their home.

liem SRG/39, found tied arvund the tree in the copse, was a small pair of well
worn blue tights. The seles of ihe feet were dirty and appearci to be stiff with
sweit ar difl. Three knots were led in the tzhis, the first being likely to have

been tied Lo secore the tghts around the tree and had incomerated some lwigs
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and leaves. he other two Kt ots formed loops near to the ends of cach leg,ina
way cotgistent with them having been tied around the wnists or ankles of a
victum Whatever these rwo knots had been tied around had got free without the
knots being untied. Small spots of bleod were found on a number of areas, a
sample of which matched psic Russell's STR profile. The feet areas had been
repaired using blue thread which was microscopically indistinguishable from
blue (hiread recevered from the Granary Cottage. Some red fibres recovered from
Uiis item could not be Jinked to ned fibres found in items womn by Lin, Josie or

Megan Russel] at the time of the attack or found in their home.

e SRGI16. Josie's lunchbag, lying next to Lin Russells nght hand. was
moderately bloodstained on the outside surface and there was evidence that the
ilood had been projected onla it. There was some diffuse bloodstaining inside
the lunchbag which may have been dve to blood seeping .

I'here was bloodsiaming on the green eutside lid of the hinchbox (SRG/16C}
inside the bag , which when sampled matehed the §TR profile of 1.in Russell.

A fingermark was found in the biood on tha lunchbox lid: 1L contained
msufficien detail to be capable of identification, hewever it included some low
count loop pattern which &guid not have been made hy the defendant, whereas 1L
could have been made by Lin Russell, wlio had such a patiern en her right

midelle finger.

ftem SRG/, Mepan's lunchbag, found close (o Lin Russell's feet, was leavity
blootsta” ed on the eutside, some of the areas being due te contact with
bloodstmned hair, There was some diftuse bloodstaining inside the lunchbag
which ray have been Jue 1o bloed sceping in.

A fineermark in blood was found on the inside cdge of the lunchbag, bui it
containcd insufficient detail to be capable of identification or even elimination of
any individual

Blood was detected on the red fiask (SRG/SA) and the lunchbox (SRG/PB) both

of which were iuside the lunchbag, but not on the inside of either wtem.

ltems SRG/21 and 22, were left and nght Jelly' shoes found above Megan's
head. Both shoes w ere bloodstained over the upper surfaces and the raised parts
of the underneath, suggesting that the upper and lowur surfaces bad been in
contuet with a considerable guantity of liquid blood,

Four hia'rs were found on (he right shoe, two of which were different {from the
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hair of Lin, Josie or Megan Russell  Full DNA profiling on these hairs was
successful bin partial mitochomdnial DNA information obtained from one of
the hairs was sufftcient o indicale conclusively tha the hair did uot enginate
from L, Josie or Megan Russell or from the defendant and also suggested that
each of the 1wo hairs was {rom a different source e partial rmtochondnal
DINA sequence pblained rom one of these two bairs was (he same as the partial

mitoechendrial DNA sequence obiained from a single hair recovered from [ in
Russeil's tfronsers {AGG12),

An old plastic fertilizer ag, itein SRG/B84. was lound between where Megan
Russell and Lucy the dog were lving to fingerpnnts were found on the item,
bloodd was found which was consistent with having egme [Tom Megan.

Hem SRG/27, a black bootlace, foumnd 458 metres north from the bodies in
Cherry Garden Lane; winch was a {1 black brarded polyester bootlage 99 cm
long, cul at ope end {pot recently ) and therefore incomplete. Seventy-five
diffcrent arcas ou the shoelace have been extensively tested for DNA, The
mijonity of ihe areas tested gave lull or partial results which malched Megan
Russell. Some areas showed compenents which maiched Josie Russell. i
some areas there were traces of DNA which failed o provide sufficient detail 1o

enable any meaningful comparnson ¢ made with the DNA of any persen.

lern SRG2 (Megun's blue / green swrmsuit), found 69.2 metres north from the
bodies 111 Cherry Garden Lane. No blood gr semen was found. A number of
red cotton fibres found on the garment were difterent to 1ibres in the clolhing
worn by Lin, Josic and Megan Russell or found in their home,

THE TOWEL STRIPS (SFM/1A) AND SWIMMING BAG (SEFM/1BY
RECOVLERED FROM THE BANK AT ROWLING COURT.

There were six separate strips of rowel m SFMY LA, which when fitted topether formed

ope complete towel approximately 47" x 23" { identificd by Shaun Russell as a family

towel}

All six strps were bloodstaned and the distribution of the blood suggests (hat at leas!
sonie of the blood was depasited after the towe! had been tom into strips.

A number of the bloudstains from the towel were arouped and anatysed for DNA: none
were inconsistent with Lin, Josie and Megan KRossetl but there was blood on the towel

B
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from more than cne person. Lin Russell's DNA was found on peces 5 and &.

A number of hairs were recovered from the towe] wihich were consistent with having
come from Lin Josie or Megan Russell.

The string bag, itero SFM/ LB (identificd by Shann Rassell as one of the 2icl's
swimming bags} was heavily Moodstamed. DNA unalysis shiowed that this was Lin,
Russcll's blood.

A poaber of hairs were recovered fram the bag wlueh were eonsistent with Laving come
from Lin, Joste or Mesan Russell.

L.in Russell h:ul no handbag or purse with her when she was attacked, she had Jefl theny!
at home There was no evidence of cjaculalion at the seene. There was no mecdical

evidence of any sexual interfercnee with any of the victims.
JOSIE RUSSELL'S INJURIES AND TREATMENT

Josie Russell was admiited to Kent and Canterbury Hospital just hefore 2.00 am on
Woednesday 10th July 1996 She wias conscions responding to voice and toue’ but not
speaking. She had a number of severe culs Lo her sealp assaeiated wilh heavy brwsing
and suggestive of skull fractures, and further underlying imjury, What appeared 1o be
brain tissue was protmding trom an injury behind her ieft ear. She bad manor bruses
on her right shonlider and nght upper arm, superficial scratches to her right thigh and
abrasions to her right knee. Th re was dried bleod en her face, arms and hands, both
leas and the soles of het feet. She was dressed in a red cardisan over 3 bloe striped
dress, while petticoal and pants bul was nol wearing shoes or socks. Her clothing and
other samples aken from her were itemised SCB/[ to SCBf 8. She was sedated 414
stabilised. TFollowing furilier examination amingenients were made to transfer her to the
neurosurgical department al Kings College Hospital in Landon und she left Kenl and
Canterbury Hospital at 4.50 am (ial same moming,

Subsegquent examination of Josie Russelt's elothing revealed the followiag -
a) Her red cardigae (SCB/3AS was bloodstained, partieulatly to the [eft sleeve
Sample blocdstains maiched her DNA STR profile. There were also indicahions

consistent th both 1.n and Megan's biood.

by Her blue and white stned dress (SCB/3B) was heavily bloodstained front and
back. Grouping was unsuccesstul.
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c} Eter winte pellicaal (SCB/3C) was heavily bloodstained
-} Her kuickers (SCB/4) were heavily bloodstained on the ouside

losie underwent neurosurgery by Professor Polkey at Kings College Hospital an (0th

July 1996. Her head injunes were, in sty

L) A lurge puncinre mark ubove her left ear with five further lacerations to het scaly
above and behind the suncture wound, namely * 2 larse laceration with two
smaller laceraions running parallel; a further lacerition 51 )° to those three and
one further small laceration beneath and in front of the three parallel wounds.

2) A large bruise type imury to the area of the bram on the upper lelt side
underlying a depressed fructure of the skull in several (ragments. There was

extensive teanng of the brain covermp,

The injuries, which were serionsty life threateni g, indicated that Tosie Fad been hit
several tines to tie head. A large minounl of damaged brain Lissee and splitered bone
fragments caused by the blows to her head had to be removed. The SUTZEry was

successful bul teft Josic wiil sorme intelicctual impatrment.

lujuries noted 1o the rest of Josie's body cpnsisted: of smalt grazes and bruises to her
legs wdd upper body.

On Monday 2Znd Sep emiber 1996 Josie Russetl and her futher waiched a television
news bulletin which made reference 1o the attack, she indicated that she had sorme
recollection of whal hud occurred following which Shaun Russell informed the police
mvestigaling the case.

The head injurtes that Josie Russell sustaned cansed her to have si omificant expressive
language difficulties and 1o a much lesser degree her understanding of lauguage was
also affected  On Tuesduy 3rd September 1996 a speech and Janguage theramst began a
senes of sessions with Josie Russell designed to assist her non - verhal comnunication,
wlich encouraged her use of non-verbal aids such as madels, sermpbooks, pictures and
drewings The speech therapist, Tania Allen was also fater involved in the vanons video
{aped mterviews later conducted by the police.

Gn Monday 91h September 1996 Josie Russell pointed out io her father the copy of the

19
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'E -fit "included in Ihe Sun newspaper of that date. The 'T-11l' priated in the Sun on 9th
September 1996 was prepared on the instruction of the witness Nicola Burchell {Itemn
DJT/ 3.

Josic Russcl was interviewed by the police on many oceasions from 8th Seplember
1996. The officers who interviewed her were throughoul Detective Canstables Paniine
Smith and £d 'lineley. The interviews were all video recorded. A summuary of relevan
parts of those inlerviews logether with some extracls lrom Lhe video recordings
thernselves has been prepared by agreement between the prosscution and the defenee as
a fair and lull sunnmary of ihe interviews as a whole. The sumimary together with the
video extracts played 1o evidence are accepted by both parties as Josie Russell's cvidence

in s ease. The defence do net wish her to attend cowrt to answer any further
questons.

Shaun Russell is 11 344" 1all and DC Tingley 15 672" tall. Michael Stone 13 57 1all.

On 13%th Deceinber {997 a further identification procedure was camed out with Josie
wherehy she was shown video film of the nine persons who had parucipated i the
prarade held gn 20th September 1997, She did not make any idenufication.

THE DEFENDANT

From when Le was 10 years and ugti] he wasl$ years old the defendant was at a number
of children's homes in Kent, incluling Eastry €hildren's Tome at Eastry, from where he
allended a local school nnd a home near to Canterbery University. In the early 19%)'s
the defendunt was sufficiently familiar with the countryside around the East Kegt
Canterbury / Dover area to be able W give directions without & map when driving around
the area including the centre of the village m Goodnestone. Lower Rowling Farm and the
centre of Nonnington. T'he defendant Lubitually camied a varicty of tools about in

whaitever car he was using, inclhiding a hamrner. screwdnvers ¢tc..

On Fraday Stk July 1996 the defendant spoke 1@ Detective Sergeant Nerman Lamour uy
the Upper Bell public bouse. Bluebell Hill. Chaiham  He was ulone and e leitina
Toyon Tercel GKK 2347,

On Wednesday 10th July 1996 the defendant again spoke to Deteclive Sergeant
Norman Larnour o the Upper Bell publie housge, Bluebell Hill, Chathamn. He arrived at

11
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1.30 pm and left shortly thereafter, He was clean shaven. wearing a jead jachet and jeans,
and looked elean and tidy. Whether he had a vehicle that day was not seen.

Neither of the above conversations had any connection whatsoever with the murder of
the Russell.

On Wednesday [th July 1996 Lhe -.lefgmlmn had a medical appointment at Madstone
Hospital. During the earlicr part of the nmorning of 10uh July hie telephoned (he hospital
to re-arragge the appointmed to Gillingham, saving rhat he oo longer had wrapsport.
Armangements were made acenrdingly and he kepl the appointment in- Gillingharm at
around lunchlime.

On Tuesday 16th luly 1996 the defendant was stopped by police driving the Toyota

Tercel GKK Z34Y in Skinner Street, Gillingham. He said that it was his car and that he
had had it for two days.

The photograpl, item RI3/6. was produced to the police by the defendant's sister in
Ancust 1997, 1t was taken 1n July 1996

On Thursday 17U July 1997 at his inother's address in Patnxbourne Avenue,
Gillingham, the defendant was arrested ou suspicion of having committed the Chillerden
murders.

TOYOTA TERCEL INDEX GKK 243Y

The white Tayota Tereel index GKK 243Y was recovered by police from a motor
dealers in Gillingham on 17th July 1997,

] he vehicle was ¢xamined by a [orensic seientist on 26th Febroary 1998 who examied
the entire interiot and boot of the vehicle for bloed. None was found.

LEAWRENCE CALDER

Lawrence Calder was arrested for Jdishonestly handling a cheque book and a cheque
guarantee card on 24th July 1996,

I'HOTOGRAPHS PLANS

2
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The photographs and plans produced are admitted without further proaf. Continuity of,

¢xhibits from seizure to production in thes trial is admatied.

CVISION

TECHNOLOGIES
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