
SThTENENT OF RODGER HOPE IDE

AGE / DATE OF BIRTH: OVER 21

This statement, consisting of 5 pages each signed by me, is true to the

best of my knowledge and belief and I make it )wing that, if it is

tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have
wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or &> not believe

to be true.

DA'1'bD 170996

SIGNED R H IDE

SIGNATURE WIINESSED BY

I am a Bachelor of Science, a Chartered Chemist, a Member of the Royal

Society of Chemistry, a Chartered Biologist, a Member of the Institute

of Biology and a Member of the Institution of Fire Engineers. I have

been a forensic scientist for twenty seven years working for most of

this time at the Home Office Forensic Science Laberatory Birmingham.

During that time I have examined many cases of this type, offering a

specialist service in knot and ligature examination for Forensic

Science Laberatories and Police Forces throughout the country.

On the 13th September 1996,I attended the Forensic Sciences Service's

La]ratory, Aldermaston and, in the presence of Roger Mann of that

laboratory, I examined two items as follows

SRG27 - black beot lace

SRG39 - blue fabric, knotted

Both items had been securely and adequately packaged.

Information

I have received written and verbal information to the effect that on

the 9th July 1996, Linda Russell was walking with her two young

daughters Megan and Josephine, taking them home from school. The

route involved walking through a rural area, including isolated
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Tlr-is statement, consisting of 5 pages each signed 11' me, is tnte to the
best of nrl' lmc'wledge ard. belief arxl I nrake it lcror,ring that, if it is
terde::ed in evidence, I shall be liab1e to p::osecution if I have
wilfully stated in it an1'thi.ng which I lsrovr to be false or do rpt believe
to be t:rte.

DATED t70996

SIaIED R H TDE

SI$ATURE hrIT}IESSED BY

I am a BachelOr of Science,. a Char:tered Chemist, a Menber Of tbe Royaf

Societl' of Chenistr?, a Charte::ed. Biologist/ a Member of the Institute

of Biologl; arxl a Menrber of the Institutj-on of Fire Engineers. f have

been a forensic scientist for trnrentlr seven years worki'ng for nost of

this tjme at the Home Office Forensic Science Laboratory Bi:ninghan.

During t}rat time I have examined marny cases of this t)Fe, offering a

specialist se:rrice in ]mot arrl ligature examination for'Forensj-c

Science Laboratories.ard. Po1ice Forces th:roughout the counbl'.

On the 13th September 19dB;-{€::erlled t}re Forensic Sciences Se:rrice's

Labo::atory, Alde:maston anl, in the'presence of Roger Mann of that

laboratory, I exarn-ined two iterns as follows :

sRG27 - black boot lace

SRG39 - blue fabric, knotted

Both items had been securely ard adequately trnckaged.

Infonnatlon

I have reeei-ved r.rritten ard. verbal i-nfonnation to the effect that on

the 9th JuIy 1996, Linda fgrssell was waLking with her two young

daughters Megan ani 'Joseptrine, taki:rg them home from school. Ttre

route involved. walking th:rcugh a rural area, incfuiing isolated
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woodland. Subsequently, the budy of Linda ssell and her daughter

Megan were found, together with Josephine Russell who was badly

injured. The family pet dog was also found dead at the scene. The

blue tights or leggings, SRG39, were found tied to a tree and I

understand that the black buotlace was found nearby.

Purpose of Examination

The puzse of my examination is to identify the knots present in the

two exhibits and to provide any other information which may be

relevant to the enquiry.

Technical Issues

Apparently simple knots can be tied in different ways and it is

sometimes possible to deduce details of the circumstances from the

manner and sequence of tying. The tying of certain knots is said to

demonstrate expertise characteristic of particular trades or

activities. It is generally possible to comment on the behaviour and

security of a knotted system and it may be possible to establish

whether the victim had attempted to escape.

Most of the commonly encountered knots are built up of successive

overhand knots. It is possible to tie overhand knots in two ways,

which are mirror images of each other.

I have used a convention for naming overhand knots. I describe knots

in which the left free end is on top as "1" and those in which the

right free end is on top as "do. Modes of tying overhand knots are

not normally diagnostic of right - or left-handedness.

Reef knots are made by tying two different successive overhand knots.

Granny knots are produced by tying two successive overhand knots of
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woodtard.. Subsequently, the body of Lirda RusseII ard her daughter

Megian were fourd., together with ,Josephine.Russell who was ba&ty

injured. Ehe fanily pet dog was atso fourd dead at the seene. TLre

blue tights or leggings, sRG39, were fourd tied to a tree ard I

urd.erstard. that the black bootlace was fourd' nearhy.

Purpose of Exanrination

The pu4>ose of my exanui-natj-on is to identify ttre ]mots p::esent in the

tvlg exlr-ibits ard. to p::ovide. any other info::nation which nay bg

relevant to the enquiry.

Technical Issuee

Apparently simple ]mots can be tied. in different ways a11d. it is

sometimes possible to d.educe d.etails of the circumstances f::om the

manner ard sequence of tying. The tying of certain ]mots is said to

demonstrate expertise cha::acteristic of pa:ficular trad'es or

activities. It is gene::a11y possible to comment on the behaviour ard'

securitlr of a ]motted system ard it may be possjJcle to estallish

whether the vj-otim had atteryrted to escape'

l4ost of the cOmmonly encountered imots are hrilt up of Suceessive

overhard ls:ots. It is trlossible to tie overhard. lrrpts in tr,o ways,

v*r-ich are mir:ror irnages of each ottrer.

I have used a convention for naming overhand i<rpts. I describe ]a:ots

in wh-ich the left f::ee eryl j-s.on top as r'1rr alxe those j-n which the

r:i-ght free erd is on top as "d" ' l'lodes of tying overhard ]<nots a::e

not no::nally &iagrostic of right - or left-hardedness.

Reef ]apts are made $r tying two di-ffe:ient successive overhard. l<rtots.

Granrry )<rots are produeed b1' tying tlro successive overhard ]<nots of
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the same type. Granny knots are therefore easier to tie and are

significantly more conurton than reef knots .

Certain types of knot, particularly reef and granny knots, can turn

inside out (invert) when subjected to strain or interference.

Inverted knots are nonnally less secure than the parent knot, and may

allow the knotted system to change in form by sliding into a different

position.

Examination and results

A full record of the work undertaken is contained within case notes

made at the time of the examination and these are available for

inspection if necessary.

Black bc)otlace

The item consists of a flat, black, braided bDotlace, approximately

990 millimetres long, measured under slight tension with the knots in

position At a position between 200 and 210 millimetres from the

tag end, is a place where I understand a blood spot had been removed

by the Forensic Science LabDratory for test purposes. There are

three tightly tied knots, respectively( 6and 650 milllmetres

from the original tag end of the bDotlace. These are respectively a d

overhand knot, a d overhand tied on top of another d overhand knot and

a d overhand knot. At a position approximately 930 millimetres from

the tag end another knot was present when I made my examination. I

understand that this last knot had been tied for experimental

purposes. It was a loosely tied d overhand knot. The cut end of the

bootlace shows evidence that it has been cut for approximately 90% of

its width and the remaining part of the bootlace has been broken by
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the same type. G::alrry ]mots a:re therefo::e easier to tie ard are

significantly nore colnnnn than reef ]mots:'

certain tlpes of }<r:ot, pa::ticularly reef and granny ]mots, can trlrn

inside out (invert) when subjected to sb:ain or interference.

Inverted ]mots a::e no::nally leSs secure than the parent lQOt, ard may

allow the ]onotted system to ctrange in form by sliding into a d'iffe::ent

position.

Exanrination ard resul-ts

A f-ul-l record. of the roork ulrdertaken is contained within case notes

made at tl:e time of tl.e exami:ration ard these a::e available for

inspection if necessaer.

Black bootlace

The item elnsists of a flat, black, braid.ed bootlace, apprcximately

990 millirneb:es long, measu:ed. urder slight tension with the ]mots in
" --'*:--

position. At a trnsition between.-?_Q!-*ana _2"1,9ni1rimetres f:rom the

tag erd, is a place l*rere I urderstard a blood spot had been removed

bV the Forensic Science Laboratory for test purposes. there are

,----- '>:"'- "\ z'-- '--- ' ' :

th::ee tightty tied lsFts, respectivelnlS_$619r""{g59nd11imetres

f::om the ori-ginal tag erd of the bootlace. Tkpse are respecEively a d

overhand lmot, a d overharyl tied on top of arrcther d overhard. lanot ard

a d overhard knot. At a trnsition app:roxl-rnately 930 millimeb:es f::om

the tag erd. arpther ]mot v7as present when I made my exantirration. I

urd.erstard. that ttris last lmot had been tied for experjnental

Iru{poses. ft was a loosely tied d overhard lspt. flre cut end of the

bootlace shows evidence that it has been cut for appmximately 90% of

its width and. the ::emaining pa:t of the bootlace has been b:roken \'
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force. The cut does not have a recent appearance. Approximately 470

millimetres of the central portion of the hootlace appears to show

evidence of having been stretched or subjected to tension. It is

pDssible that this is a result of its previous use as a hootlace.

However, this stretching is in my opinion more likely to be a result

of its use as a ligature.

Blue fabric knotted

Item SRG3 9 is a pair of dirty, dark blue, well-worn tights. The

surface of the fabric is worn, with pills of fibres over most of the

external area. The soles of the feet are dirty and appear to be stiff

with sweat or dirt. Vegetable material is attached to the fabric and

some twigs have been incorporated into knots. Most of the pair of

tights are the correct way around, but one of the legs is inside out.

There are three knots tied in the tights, which have evidently been

cut from around the trunk of the tree. The first knot to have been

tied is likely to have been the knot which secured the tights to the

tree. This was formed by tying one of the legs of the tights to the

waist portion of the tights around the tree using an 1.1. granny knot.

This knot was tied fairly tightly, but incorporated twigs and

possibly ivy stems within itself. The other two knots formed small

loops near to the ers of the legs. These loops are formed in a way

consistent with them having been tied around the wrists or ankles of a

victim. The knot tied on the longest protruding leg of the tights is a

d 1 reef knot, which has formed a loop approximately 48 millimetres in

circumference when the tights are not subjected to tension. I

measured the force required to extend the size of this loop, because
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force. The ctrt does rnt have a :=cent appeafa:nce. Atrtp:roximately 470

nilljmetres of tf.e cent::al lrcrLion of the.bootlace appea-Ils to sltcttr

evidence of having been stretched or subjected to ter:sion. It is

lnssible that this is a result of its p:-vious use as a bootlace.

H@rever, ttris stretching is in my opirrion mol:e likely to be a ::esult

of its use as a ligature

Blue fabric l<notted

Item sRG39 is a paj-r of &irb1" dark blue, well-worn tights. The

surface of the fabrj-c is worn,' with pills of fib::es over most of tJ:e

octernal area. Ttre soles of the feet a-re dirty ard atr4>ear to be stiff

with sweat or &irt. Vegetable material j-s attached to the falrric

some tw"igs have been incorporated into lmots. l'tost of the pair of

tights are the correct way a-rcurrl, ht one of the legs is inside out.

Ths:e are three ]oots tied in tJle tights, which have evj-dently been

cut f::rorn a:rcurd. the tnrnk of tlre bree. fhe fi::st lcrot to have been

tied is Iikely to have been the ]<rpt which secu.red the tights to the

tree. Tilis was formed ty tying one of the legs of the tights to the

waist portion of the tights a:rourd the tree using an 1.1. gltanny 1fiot.

Ttr-is ]mot was tied fairly tightly, lrrt inco4nrated twigs ard

possibl-y ivy stems w:lthin itseLf. Thre other two ]<nots fornred sna1l

loops near to the erds of the legs. f[ese loops are formed in a way

consistent with them havlng been tied arourd the wrists or ankles of a

vic[iln. flre ]cot tied on ttre longest p:otnr*ing leg of the tights is a

d 1 reef lapt, which has formed a loop atrrp:oximately 48 nr-illimeb:es in

cj-rcumfe::ence rshen the tights ale rot subjected to tension. I

measured the force requi-red. to oCcerd the size of th-is loop, because
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the material from which the tights are constructed is capable of

stretching readily. When subjected to a force of 5 kilograms, the total

circumference of the loop was 130 milljmetres. When subjected to a

force of 10 kilograms, the circumference was 176 millimetres. The Jct

tied in the shorter protruding leg of the tights was a d.d. granny

knüt, which formed another small loop. This loop was 70 millimetres in

circumference when relaxed, 190 millimetres in circumference when

subjected to a force of 5 kilograms, and 224 millimetres when subjected

to a force of 10 kilograms. The tights were capable of stretching more

when greater force was applied and it is evident that whatever had been

tied within the loops was removed without untying the knots.

Interpretation

The hootlace contained three original knots, which had been pulled

very tight and which have no particular purpose in their present form.

The midl e portion of the lace has been subjected to strain.

This is not the normal pattern of distortion I would expect in normal

usage of a hootlace, because in normal usage greater strain is exerted

near to the ends than in the middle of the lace. Otie end of the lace

had been partially cut and partially broken some time in the past,

although probably not recently. The three visible, original knots

conceal a fourth, which had been tied prior to the visible middle

knot. All four of these )ts had been tied in the same way (d

overhand). Whilst such knots can arise chance, it would be a

coincidence that all four kits are of the same form. The loose knot

at the end of the hootlace is also a d overhand knot, but I understand

that this had been tied for experimental purposes in the laboratory.
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the material frpm which t.l:e tights a.r= constnrst'ed is capalrle of 
.

stretching readily" When subjected to a force of 5 kilogrrans, the total

circumfe::ence of the loop was 130 nr-illirnetres. I'lhen subjected' to a

force of 10 kilograms, the cirsumference was 176 nillimet::es. The ]mot

tied. in the shorter p:rotnrding leg of the tights vras a d.d. gra:ury

lsrot, which fo::ned. another sma11 loop. This loop was 70 millimetres j-n

cj-rsunference when rela<ed., 190 rnillirnet-res in circumfe::ence vrlren

subjected. to a force of 5 kil-ograms, ard 224 rnilli:netres when subjected

to a force of 10 kilog::ams. Ttre tights were capable of st::etching mo:e

when g::eater force was applied ad it is evid.ent ttrat vrhatever had been

tied w:ithin ttre loops vtas rencved w-ithout untf ing the ]crots.

Interp::etation

trLre bootlace contained. three original igrots, which had been pulted

very tight ard. which have rrc particular ptqpose in their present fostt.

flre midrile portion of the laee has been subjeoted to strain.

Tlrj-s is not tlre rpgnal- pattern of distortion I rooul-d expect in no:mal

usage of a bootlace, because in normal usage greater strain is exerted.

near to the erds than in the nr-i-ddle of the .Iace. One erd of ttre lace

had been partially c'ut and. pa::tia11y b::oken some time in the trrast,

although p:robably rnt :cecently. Ttre th::ee visj51e, original lsots

conceal a fou:ttr, wluich had been tied. prior to the visibl-e niddle

Lnot. All four of these ]mots had been tied in the same Hay (d

overhand). Wlr-ilst such lmots can arise try chance, it would'be a

coineidence that all four lsrots are of the same form. The loose ]aoot

at the erd of the bootlace is also a d overhand lspt, blt I urd.q:stard.

t}.at th-is had been tied for experi-rnental purposes in the labo:atory'
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All three knots used in the tights are different, which may iniicate

that the person who tied them was not in the regular habit of tying

knots. However, under the stressful cox4itions which prevailed, the

knot tied might simply be the result of chance and geometrical

accessibility, controlled by the position of the subject involved.

Although some force was involved in pulling the small loops tight,

this was evidently not sufficient to retain whatever had been tied

within the loops permanently.

Conclusion

In my opinion, based upon the information available to me at present.

1 the original knots in the hootlace are four d overhand knots, one

of which is superimposed on arother;

2 the central portion of the hootlace has been subjected to strain;

3 one end of the bootlace has been partly cut/partly broken, but

probably not recently;

4 the tights were tied first around the tree using a 1.1. granny

knot, then around two other items such as wrists, using a d. 1 reef

knot and a d.d. granny knot respectively;

5 the method of tying does not demonstrate expertise.

Appendices

I append copies of six annotated photographs to this statement. I

have the original, unretouched negatives in my possession.

R H IDE SIGNED

STATEMENT ThKEN
PLACE:

TIME: DATE:
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All th-ree ]mots used in the tights are different, wh-ich naY irdicate

that the person who tied. them was rl9t in bhe regnrlar habit of tying

]crots. Hcnrever, urder t]:e st::essful corditions which prevailed', the

l<rgt tied rnight si:nply be ttre ::esult of chance ard geometrical

accessibility, conbolled. tff the trrcsition of the subject jnvolved.

Although some force was involved in prlling the small loops tight,

thj-s was evidently not suffj-cient to retain lrbatever had been tied.

within the lootrrs pe::nanentlY.

Conclusion

In my opirrion, based. upon tJre lnfo::nation avaiLable to me at p::esent.

1 the original lspts in the bootlace are four d overharrl ]<nots, one

of which is srryerimtrrcsed on arnther;

2 the centnJ- lrcrtion of the bootlace has been subjected. to str:ain;

3 one erd of the bootlace has been pa:t]y ort/pa::tly b:oken, hrt

prcbab3-y rot recently;

4 the tights were tied. first a.::ourd the tree using a 1.1. granny

lslot, then a-nourd. tlrc other items such as wrj-sts, usj-ng a d..1 ::eef

l<rnt ard a d.d. glanny lmot respectively;

5 the method, of tf ing does rpt demonsbcate e4>ertise.

Atrpend.ices

I atrperd copies of six argptated photog::aphs to this statement. I

have ttre orj-gina1, un:retouched negatives in my possession.

PAffi NUMBM. 6

R H IDE SIG}IED
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